THE WHITE EVENT: On March 2, 2006, the sky ignited in a startling celestial phenomenon. In its wake, 
ahandful of people ascended to the superhuman condition. 


This was not the first event of its kind, nor was it the first time humanity had come face- to-face with 
superhumanity. 
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AND AFTER WHAT I'VE 
BEEN THROUGH, I THINK 
ALITTLE LIGHTNESS IS. 
JUST THE TICKET, 

THIS ISN'T 
ANY KIND OF 
USUAL THING, 

MR. STARK. 
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DON'T You 
SEE WHAT THIS 
MEANS? THERE'S 
AN OBVIOUS 
MECHANISM 


THIS IS WHAT 
MAKES US. THIS 
IS WHAT MAKES, 
EVERYTHING. 


STARS, PHIL. 
SHOOTING... 


previous 


IT'S THE GENETIC CODE, 


THERE, WE CAN STUDY 
TT. AND WE CAN 
UNDERSTAND. 


HEY--PHIL! 
PHIL! YOU'VE 
GOT TO SEE 

THIS! 


PROFESSOR 
PHILLIP L. VOIGHT, 
THERE'S A GUY 
HERE WITH YOUR 
NOBEL. 


GET 
YOURSELF 
OVER HERE AND. 
SEE THIS. THE |) 
SKY'S FULL OF 
‘SHOOTING 
STARS. 
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HAVE YOU, 
‘SEEN THE NEW 
NATURE? 


THEY'VE CRACKED 

THE STRUCTURE OF 

DNA. IT'S... PERFECT. 
IT'S BEAUTIFUL. 


TWO HELICES. 
TWO SETS OF BASE 
PAIRS. ADENINE AND 
THYMINE. GUANINE 

TO CYTOSINE, 


STARS, PHIL, 
SHOOTING 


IT'S GOT TO BE, AND IF IT'S 


April 26th 1953 
9:00 EST 
‘The Fireworks 


WHAT DO YOU 
KNOW ABOUT 


I SUSPECTED 
THAT WAS. 
RATHER THE 


FIREWORKS. 


BUT YOU 
WON'T BE AWARE 
OF ITS IMMEDIATE 
SIDE-EFFECT: IT 
DESTROYED ALL OUR 
‘COMPUTERS. 


SINGLE EVENT BREACHES THE 
INFORMATION INTEGRITY 
WE WERE CREATED TO ENSURE, 
UST LEAVING US WITH THE 

WORLD'S MOST EXPENSIVE 
‘COLLECTION OF 
BURNT-OUT 
VALVES. 


WEAPON. 
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WHICH WOULD 
EXPLAIN WHY IT 
WAS LOCALIZED 
TO NORTH 
AMERICA... 


WHY...YES, EXACTLY. SO NS.A'S 
‘COUNTER-INTELLIGENCE 

MANDATE WAS SPECIFICALLY /] 
EXPANDED. is 


ANY INTELLIGENCE. 
CONNECTED TO THE 
FIREWORKS WAS 
FLAGGED NSA. 


NO MATTER 
WHO IT WOULD, 
NORMALLY GO TO, 
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fo 7" READ REN SO, WHILE THE REST OF THE WORLD WAS 
AWARE OF THE EXISTENCE FOR LESS THAN VIEWING IT AS AN UNPRECEDENTED, 
y Ay syn ra ute INEXPLICABLE COSMIC PHENOMENON, 


N.S.A. WAS CONSIDERING THE POSSIBILITY 
IT COULD BE SOME KIND OF SOVIET 


THE 

FIREWORKS ARE 

AS MYSTERIOUS, 
NOW AS THEY 
WERE THEN. 


BUT WE 
DID FIND. 


AND THAT 
SOMETHING ELSE 
IS WHAT PROJECT 
SPITFIRE WAS 
FOUNDED TO 
‘OBSERVE, 


YOU'VE ONLY 
BEEN WITH NSA. 
FOR A YEAR, BUT 
YOUR RECORD IS 
\ OUTSTANDING. 


MATHEMATICS 
MAJOR |S COMMON 
ENOUGH IN N.S.A,, BUT 
YOUR MINOR IN 
EVOLUTIONARY THEORY 
1S RARER AND. 
SOMEWHAT PERTINENT 
TO OUR WORK, 


7 WE'D LIKE 
YOU TO JOIN 
us. 


WE HAVEN'T A GOOD 

NAME FOR THEM YET. 

WHATEVER WE COME UP 
WITH DOESN'T QUITE 
CAPTURE THEIR... 


I'M 
COMPLIMENTED, 
BUT WHAT /S THE 


BUT 
THE ONE WHICH 
‘COMES QUICKEST 
TO MIND, AT LEAST, 
HAS THE VIRTUE 
OF CLARITY: 


MAN WHO. 
| WASN'T THERE, 
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“WHEN LEFT ALONE MOMENTARILY, 
HE DISAPPEARED WITHOUT A 
TRACE. SINCE THEN, HE'S BEEN 
SIGHTED ALL OVER THE WORLD. 


CAME TO OUR ATTENTION IN 
LATE 1953 WHEN HE AWOKE 
PRESIDENT EISENHOWER TO. 

OFFER HIS CONGRATULATIONS ON 

HIS ACTIONS REGARDING KOREA. 


“ON JANUARY 14TH 1954, HE 
WAS INTERVIEWED IN TOKYO, 
OPINING ON AMERICAN GUILT 
OVER THE USE OF THE BOMB. 


“LATER, WHEN QUES’ 
SECRET SERVICE AGENTS, HE 


“ALSO, IN THE 
BACKGROUND OF 
PHOTOS OF THE 
MONROE/DIMAGGIO 

WEDDIN 


HE'S SOMEWHAT 
DIFFICULT TO KEEP 
TRACK OF. 


"ANTHONY STARK OF 
NEW YORK CITY. 17. 


SUNTIL APRIL 1953 HE WAS 
A MIDDLING STUDENT AND 
“AFTERWARDS, HE DISPLAYS A 
pica PRODIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE AND 
HIS FATHER'S COMPANY 
BECAME RE-ASCENDANT. 


FAILING COMPANY. 


“THEY CONSTANTLY RELEASE 
TECHNOLOGY FIVE YEARS AHEAD. 
OF EVERYTHING EVERYONE ELSE IS 
WORKING ON. ALMOST EXACTLY 
FIVE YEARS, 
“THE EXCEPTION BEING 
STARK'S F/RST PATENT 
‘SUBMISSION. HE LATER 
APOLOGIZES FOR THIS 


“BEFORE HE'S “THEY'VE NEVER SEEN HIM GO TO 
STARK IS RECRI LECTURES, VISIT THE LIBRARY OR STUDY IN 
‘AN EARLY-ADMISSION ‘ANY DISCERNIBLE WAY. THE ONLY TIME HE 

PROGRAM AT MIT. 


“UNLESS THERE'S A 
PREVIOUSLY 
UNKNOWN WAY TO 
OBTAIN KNOWLEDGE 
VIA UNDERAGE 
DRINKING, WE HAVE 
NO NATURAL. 
EXPLANATION FOR 
HIS APTITUDE, 


“VERONICA KELLY OF 
KANSAS CITY. 21. 
Ps 
“MARRIED 1952, HER 
HUSBAND DIES IN MAY 
1953, CRUSHED BY HIS 
PATROL CAR WHILE 
FIXING A MINOR 
ENGINE PROBLEM, 


“AFTER THE INCIDENT 
INSTITUTIONALIZED. 
PSYCHIATRIC PAPERS 
HAVE HER RAVING ABOUT 
THE FIREWORKS AND 
GMENT AND TRUTH. 


F HE RECOVERED 
IN THREE WEEKS. 


NOW CLAIMS TO. 
HAVE NO MEMORY 
OF THE EVENT. 


“THREE DAYS LATER SHE'S FOUND. 
IN HYSTERICS, WEEPING IN AN 
ALLEYWAY WITH WHAT ARE EVENTUALLY 
IDENTIFIED AS THE REMAINS OF 
ANOTHER POLICE OFFICER. 


“IT LATER COMES TO LIGHT THAT 
HE'S AS CORRUPT AS THEY COME. 
‘AND WAS ALMOST CERTAINLY 
RESPONSIBLE FOR VERONICA'S 
HUSBAND'S ACCIDENT. 


“THE HOMICIDE RATE AROUND 
KANSAS CITY HAS SOARED: BODIES 
BISECTED WITH CLEAN, SEARING 
=| CUTS FROM WEAPONS UNKNOWN. 
WE HAVE 
ASMALL TEAM IN 


“BUT BAR THEM, THE 
CRIME RATE HAS 
DROPPED TO. A 
FRACTION OF THE 
NATIONAL AVERAGE.” |i] aa JOIN THEM, 


4:30: TARGET VERONICA 
KELLY SETTLES DOWN TO 
WATCH AS THE WORLD Jf 


TURNS. 


T THINK I'VE 
HAD ENOUGH 


I'M GOING 
TO ASK TO BE 
ROTATED BACK 
INTO LAB WORK. 


VERONICA 


SETTLES DOWN TO 
‘WATCH AS THE 
WORLD TURNS. 


4:30: TARGET 


KELLY 


VE SPEND as, OF OUR 
Tie tee tueotine 
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eo 
DO Ne SAE 
ENED 


SOMETHING THAT 
1 CAN UNDERSTAND. 


LIKE--SAY--THE 


CUTTING EDGE OF 
CRYPTOGRAPHICAL 


COMPUTING. 


DATA, DOCTOR gg 
SWANN, FT 
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RECORD THE | 


JOE, I 
UNDERSTAND. ~ 
IT ALL LOOKS SO 

NORMAL BUT..DON'T 
THINK OF HER A: 

HUMAN. WE DON'T, 
KNOW WHAT SHE IS 
YET. THIS IS ALL 
NEW. 


WE'RE 
GATHERING DATA 
ON THE BEHAVIOR 

OF WHAT MAY BE A. 

NOVEL SPECIES. 

TT TAKES TIME. 


YEAH, T 
LOW. ‘JUST 
KNOW, JUST ANSWER THE 
PHONE, 
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T WHICH POINT, 
HE MAKES HER 
iAY TO HIM, 


CONTINUES: 

HER “NORMAL” ROUTINE f At 

UNTIL ROBBINS RE-ENTERS / SIFT THRO 
THE CONTINENT. \ THE PIECES. 


WE FOUND. 
THREE HUNDRED 
YARDS OF 
SWAMPLAND 
SCOURED BONE 
DRY. 


NONE. BAR )) 
ALLIGATORS. ) 


HE KEEPS 
a - ON PROBING HER 
(Wiad ARE TERRITORY, WHILE HE'S. 
AINGLY ABANDONED 
“PRANKSTER 


PHIL 
MR. RANDOLPH 


REACH SOME KIND 
OF DETENTE OR 
TLL ESCALATE. 


aa 
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WE CAN'T REA 

TELL, PHIL. HE HASN'T 

LEFT THROUGH THE 
DOOR 


HER FLIGHT FROM 
FLORIDA ONLY LANDED 
AN HOt HALI 


tia Am / 
Ta 


i: 


VERONICA KELLY HAS 
A CHILD. ALL SIGNS 
POINT TO IT BEING 

ROBBINS’ 


WELL, PHILLIP, 
I SUPPOSE THIS 
EXPLAINS WHERE 
THEY'VE BOTH BEEN 
FOR NINE MONTHS. 


WHAT ARE 
WE GOING 


WE HAVE 
TOACT. ACT 
\ DECISIVELY. 
= STARK'S 


Lanes py , SeAbeD 
TOO EARS FROM NORTH 
aw 
iTS Not 
700 SARS ~ 
NEARLY TOO ~. 


LATE, WE HAVE 


WHICH IS FANTASTIC NEWS. 
FOR THE STARK FAMILY, BUT rE 
IS MORE PRE: COULD Talk 


HE BUILT 
AN EXOSKELETON 

FROM SPARE PART: 

DESTROYED SEVERAL 
N.V.A. TANKS AND 
THEN FLEW OUT. 


WHAT DO WE KNOW? 
WE KNOW THE RULES 
OF NATURAL 
‘SELECTION. 


WHEN A SUPERIOR 
LIFE FORM ENTERS A 
‘SYSTEM, IT'LL PUSH 
THE OTHER OUT. 
MOST LIKELY, THEY'LL 
PREDATE ON US, 


WE 
HAVE TO 
rOP IT. 


UNDERSTAND THE 

ENORMITY OF THIS. 

THEY'RE NOT LIKE 
US ANYMORE 


THEY'RE 


/ HUMAN. 


THEY'RE 


THE WORLD IS FULL OF 
PEOPLE. ROBBINS AND KELLY JUST 
HAPPEN TO LOCATE EACH OTHER. 
AND THEN, WHEN THEY DO, AFTER A 
‘YEAR'S WORTH OF INEXPLICABLE 
BEHAVIOR, THEY JUST HAPPEN 
TO HIT IT OFF AND BREED. 


THIS WAS A MATING 
RITUAL. THEY COULD HAVE 
DISAPPEARED TO BUILD 
HIVE FROM EACH OTHER’ 
SALIVA FOR ALL 
WE KNOW. 
WHAT'S STARK. 
GOING TO DO? 
TRY AND TAKE HER 
‘AS A MATE? 


THEIR 
EQUIVALENT OF 
BUTTING HORNS 
COULD WIPE OUT 

EVERYONE WITHIN A 
HUNDRED MILES, 
AT BEST. 


WE. 
EDUCATE HIM. 


IF A CHILD 
BORN WH 
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("SO ARE YOU, 


YTHING 


OF THAT, 


I's EVEN 
TRICKY TO DECIDE 
HOW TO ACCURATELY 


WE MANAGE 
y TO GET UP TO 
GEOLITHICALLY SLOW 
AND ON MOST WE 
STRUGGLE TO ACHIEVE 
NON-EXISTENT. THE 
STARK KID WAS 
SOMETHING ELSE 


THE TEAM IS 
CONCENTRATING 
EFFORTS WITH 


OPERATES AT THE 
MOMENT. 


TSA 
BIG TASK, 
PHIL. 


DON'T worRY, 
JOE. THIS IS A 
LONG ‘GAME. YOU 
HAVE TIME. 


‘JUST KEEP ME 
INFORMED. 


YOU EVER 
WONDER? 


r 
" WONDER 
tare 


ABOUT 
THE KID. 
GENES CAN BE 
RECESSIVE. 


IT MAY 
NOT EVEN HAVE 
BEEN GENETIC, IT 
‘COULD HAVE 
BEEN SOMETHING 
ELSE. 


T'M SURE, 

I WOULDN'T 

HAVE DONE IT 
IF 1 WASN'T 
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